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Level students) - HESA, 2012
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Average Points Score: 34 (Global average 31.7)
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Welcome to the International Baccalaureate

The aim of this brochure is to help you choose your subjects and
prepare for the other elements of the IB Diploma Programme.
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The IB Diploma Programme is a balanced and challenging syllabus which prepares
students intellectually, emotionally, ethically and physically for success at university
and beyond. It is well respected by world leading universities, and involves the
following:

« Courses from six different subject groups, designed to help students acquire
breadth and depth of knowledge.

« Studying at least two languages, including the student's first language.

e The Diploma Core, including an Extended Essay (EE), Theory of Knowledge
course (TOK), and the Creativity, Activity & Service programme (CAS).

« The development of skills and attitudes to learning, and connections across
subjects, to prepare students for higher education.

The two year Diploma Programme is assessed through a mixture of examinations,
written and oral assessment, portfolios, and investigational/field work. The Diploma
is awarded to students who achieve at least 24 out of 45 available points in their
subjects (including TOK and the EE) and complete the CAS programme.
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The Diploma Core consists of:

EXTENDED ESSAY

The Extended Essay (EE) is an opportunity for students to carry out high-level, in-
depth research of a question related to one of their IB subjects. They will develop
research and writing skills, leading to a formal, structured piece of writing of up to
4000 words.

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE

This course involves critical analysis of different kinds of knowledge (scientific,
artistic, mathematical and historical) and different ways of knowing (perception,
emotion, language and reason). By reflecting on the nature of knowledge, students
will be empowered to learn more efficiently, helping them in all their other subjects.

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE

The CAS programme enables students to learn from regular experience of real-life
tasks outside the classroom, including sports and community service. CAS activities
and reflections take place over at least 18 months from September of S6 to March
of S7.

CAS helps students to become better at “taking on new challenges”,
“learning to persevere” and “developing better interpersonal skills” -
Hayden et al, 2017

SUBJECT OPTIONS

There are six subject groups, each with a few subject options. The chart overleaf
shows these. All students choose one course from each group, with the exception
of Group 6 which is optional, and of transdisciplinary subjects (more detail overleaf).
Three subjects are taken at higher level (HL) and three at standard level (SL). If a
subject or level is undersubscribed the course may not be run.
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Over the course of the two-year baccalaureate, higher level (HL) courses receive
around 240 hours of teaching, and standard level (SL) courses around 150. The
Theory of Knowledge course also receives 100 hours of teaching. At Europa, HL
courses have five periods per week, and SL courses have three.The three SL lessons
will usually form the core for the HL course, which will have two extra lessons.

The TOK course is run over 18 months with with three periods per week. Students
will be taken off timetable for one afternoon per week to undertake the CAS
programme. More info on these and the Extended Essay later.

BILINGUAL DIPLOMAS

A bilingual diploma is awarded to students who achieve a subject grade of 3 or
higher in their first language Group 1 course and either:

« a second Group 1 language, or

e any Group 3 or Group 4 course taken in a different language to their Group 1
language
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