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                  Culham, 26th August 2020 
 

 
Dear secondary students, parents, and guardians, 
 
I do hope you have had a good summer break and I look forward to us all being back in school again 
for the new academic year. 
 
We are planning to ensure that the return to school in September 2020 is as normal and happy as 
it can be. However, I know you understand that there are some adaptations that we must make for 
the school to be as safe as possible in the context of the Covid-19 epidemic. Recent research has 
suggested that secondary aged students are likely to spread the virus to the same extent as adults 
and, to address this risk, I want to explain some safety measures that the school is taking. 
 
The first key preventative measure is that students or staff should not come to school if they have 
any symptoms of COVID-19: the main symptoms are a continuous cough, a fever, a loss of taste or 
smell. You or your parents/guardians must contact the school using the parent portal to report your 
absence with possible COVID symptoms – then you must contact the NHS line 111 and follow their 
advice as to whether you need a test or not and inform the school of the outcome. 
 
If a student falls ill at school, they must go immediately to the external reception window, and inform 
reception staff that they have symptoms. They will then be isolated in the old nurse's rooms and 
parents contacted to collect and take them home. 
 
For more information, the school has a detailed COVID policy which is available on the website and 
accessible via the link: 
https://europaschooluk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Europa-School-UK-Covid-policy-V3.pdf .  
 
Secondly, we would request that students should bring a packet of tissues and a small bottle of 
sanitiser into school every day for their own personal use, and that all students remember to wash 
their hands regularly and, in particular, after using the toilet and before and after eating. Teachers 
will be reinforcing this message in the first few days. 
 
In the secondary school we have decided to implement the additional measure of the wearing of a 
face covering whilst moving about the school between classes and within the school buildings. This 
includes any communal settings when a 2m distance cannot be achieved, such as in canteen 
queues or at the main reception. Once in class, students will be expected to remove their face 
 
 

https://europaschooluk.org/
https://europaschooluk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Europa-School-UK-Covid-policy-V3.pdf
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covering (followed by sanitising hands) to engage in the lesson as we consider that facial coverings 
can be detrimental to learning. We do not expect that you will wear facial covering in outdoor 
recreational spaces.  
 
The wearing of face coverings in school is now part of the UK Government’s strategy in areas with 
high infection rates and is at the school management's discretion in other low risk areas such as 
ours. The school’s Governing Body has agreed to adopt this measure and I expect students and 
staff to accept this decision.  I do understand that for some wearing a face covering might be difficult, 
so please do contact me if you have any concerns. 
 
We request that students wear a plain or lightly patterned face covering which is cleaned every day 
and carried in a zip lock bag where it can be stored safely. Students should use hand sanitizer after 
removing their face covering. Students are not allowed to wear any novelty designs with pictures or 
vivid colours. 
 
I include a link to the YouTube video from the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Tv2BVN_WTk  regarding the safe use of face masks which I 
recommend that students watch before coming into school. 
 
Students who take bus transport are reminded that the school requires you to wear a face covering 
during your bus journey. 
 
Timetables have been planned to teach subjects in specialist teaching rooms and so students will 
be moving around the site as usual. Students will have lessons within class or year group bubbles 
which remain together during the school day. 
 
Additional measures we have put in place to mitigate the risk that increased contact with other 
classes include: 
 
● We will be enforcing strict timing for lessons so that students are released from class promptly 

           at the end of the lesson with a five minute interval before the next lesson. 
 
● We will be ensuring that students arriving at their destination class will be ushered in quickly 

 without queuing. 
 
● We will be imposing a strict one-way system across the secondary school with signage and 

 a rule to go up and down stairs in a single file keeping to the left. 
 
● We will encourage students to walk outside as much as possible between classes. 
 
● We have timetabled more double lessons to reduce the amount of movement and 

 students must remain in the classroom during the double period with no mid-lesson break. 
 
● For classrooms on busy thoroughfares, we will have queue lines indicated where students 

can wait in the event of any delays in the previous class being released. Teachers in 
the upper floors will work together to coordinate access to their classrooms 

 
● We have introduced a staggered break time and have set up a lunchtime takeaway to 

 reduce queues in the canteen. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Tv2BVN_WTk
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● We want to ensure that the school is a calm environment and students must not 

 make excessive noise in the corridors or raise their voices. 
 
● Staff will be provided with a range of hygiene products which will allow any devices to 

 be cleaned before use with sterile wipes and tabletops and chairs to be cleaned 
 between classes to reduce surface transmission. 

 
For some students it will be over 5 months since they met their friends at school and I expect them 
to greet others with a smile, a word of welcome and maybe an elbow bump, but must ask them to 
use no other physical contact.  
 
We understand that students may experience different reactions to being back at school for the first 
time since March. Most students will be happy and relieved to be back again, others may be anxious 
about how the school has adapted its routines to keep everybody as safe as possible and some 
may have experienced illness and loss in their families and friends. We need to be caring and 
supportive to help everyone adjust to the new term and I know you will not let me down.  
 
I thank you for your understanding and request that all secondary students follow these rules to 
keep the school community as safe as possible during this difficult time. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Lynn Wood 
Principal 
 
Rosemary Butcher & Tanya Simpson 
Interim Deputy Heads of Secondary 
 
 
 


